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	Indiana Soybean and Corn Farmers to Hit the Road Promoting Biofuels.
Indiana soybean and corn farmers will be hitting the road this spring to educate consumers on the benefits of renewable biofuels made from the crops they produce. The story will be told through an interactive Mobile Marketing Unit focused on soy biodiesel and ethanol.

 The farmer-directors of the Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) and the Indiana Corn Marketing Council (ICMC) - the state’s soybean and corn checkoff groups - are working together to create a dynamic “traveling billboard” that touts the benefits of biofuels to the consumer, the farmer, the state and the country,  according to Chris Novak, executive director for both groups.
 
“As our country develops petroleum alternatives to meet our future energy needs, it is becoming imperative for Hoosier farmers to reach out to their fellow citizens with accurate information about the many positives of biofuels - both biodiesel and ethanol - made from renewable sources such as soybeans and corn,” says Novak.
 
By joining forces with the ICMC in this venture, Indiana soybean farmers “are getting more for their money,” says Doug Morrow, Indiana Soybean Alliance president and farmer from Marion, Ind. “With half of the unit dedicated to soy biodiesel and the other half to ethanol, we are able to share costs between the soybean and corn checkoff programs and still have an effective communication tool.”
 
ICMC president Mike Shuter echoes that sentiment, “The Mobile Marketing Unit is a perfect example of how we - as farmers - can pool our resources and work together on a project that works to build demand for both of the crops we grow so well here in Indiana.”
 
The Mobile Marketing Unit should be ready to roll in early March 2008 and will be made available to interested parties on a first come first serve basis. For more information about the unit or to request it at an event, e-mail [image: image2.png]
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or call 1-800-735-0195.
 
The unit is being designed by Indianapolis-based Lunar Strategies and fabricated by Sinden Racing Services, also of Indianapolis. The unit will be a 28-foot gooseneck trailer, complete with eye-catching graphics, interactive displays and air-conditioning to encourage people to slow down, go inside and learn more, according to Mark Walters, biofuels director for the state’s corn and soybean groups.
 
“The unit will focus on consumer education regarding how biofuels are produced; the benefits to vehicles using these fuels; and the positive environmental and economic impact the use of these fuels can have,” says Walters. “We want folks to walk away from a visit to the unit feeling like they had a very fun and positive educational experience while learning the facts about the benefits of biofuels for Indiana and the country.”
 
Walters adds, “The unit is designed to be used at various venues across the state - including county fairs, trade shows, auto shows, grand openings and many more. Whenever there is an opportunity to educate the public about biofuels, we want this unit to be front and center.”
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  The Indiana Soybean Alliance works to enhance the profitability of Indiana soybean farmers through the effective and efficient investment of soybean checkoff funds and the development of sound policies that protect and promote the interest of Indiana soybean farmers. The ISA is working to build new markets for soybeans through the promotion of biodiesel, livestock, international marketing, new soybean uses, and research. ISA is led by an elected farmer board that directs investments of the soybean checkoff funds on behalf of more than 28,000 Indiana soybean farmers and promotes policies on behalf of the ISA’s 900 dues-paying members.  
 The Indiana Corn Marketing Council was established by the Indiana General Assembly to promote the interest of corn growers in the state and manage corn check-off funds. The Council is composed of 15 elected producer directors and 10 appointed farmer, industry, and government representatives.
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Indiana Soybean Alliance/
5757 W. 74th St.
Indianapolis, IN 46278

 

This communication was jointly funded with Soybean and Corn Checkoff Dollars. 


