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Livestock campaign provides Indiana residents with food for thought

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind., (August 23, 2007) -- The Indiana Soybean Alliance (ISA) is investing state soybean checkoff funds in a campaign to increase the demand for soybean meal. The campaign promotes Indiana livestock farming through the plain talk and whit of Baxter Black – former large animal veterinarian, cowboy, poet, syndicated columnist and National Public Radio (NPR) guest personality.

“Livestock and grain farmers are the lifeblood of our rural communities,” says Mike Beard, a Clinton County grain farmer and pork producer and chairman of the ISA soybean demand committee. Beard adds, “In recent years, animal agriculture has faced pressure from anti-livestock activists. Since U.S. livestock and poultry farms are the number one customer of U.S soybean meal, struggles of the animal agriculture industry are felt by the U.S. soybean industry as well.“

According to Beard, ninety-eight percent of all U.S. soybean meal produced is consumed by livestock and poultry. Beard adds that Indiana will have an additional one million tons of soybean meal in the market when the new Louis Dreyfus soybean processing and biodiesel plant opens this year in Claypool, Indiana.
“Growing our state’s livestock industry is a top priority of the ISA checkoff strategic plan,” adds Beard. "Through his life experiences as a large animal veterinarian and perspective on farming and ranching, Baxter is the ideal person to tell the Indiana livestock story. Baxter is helping us explain how important a thriving livestock industry is for Indiana soybean farmers and Indiana’s economy." 

Beginning in September, the campaign launches with radio spots and newspaper ads. Working with county livestock farmers, the campaign also involves some newspaper inserts highlighting local pork, beef or dairy farms. In addition, the inserts cover myths and facts on Indiana’s livestock industry.  

The campaign is part of ISA’s “Growing Indiana Agriculture” (GINA) livestock education and awareness program with the goal of increasing soybean meal demand by developing Indiana’s livestock industry in a manner that is environmentally safe, socially responsible, and economically viable for farmers who want to raise livestock.

Information about Indiana’s livestock industry and samples of the new radio and print ads can be viewed at the GINA web site: www.growininginagriculture.com under “News & Resources.”

------------

The Indiana Soybean Alliance works to enhance the profitability of Indiana soybean farmers through the effective and efficient investment of soybean checkoff funds and the development of sound policies that protect and promote the interest of Indiana soybean farmers. The ISA is working to build new markets for soybeans through the promotion of biodiesel, livestock, international marketing, new soybean uses, and research. ISA is led by an elected farmer board that directs investments of the soybean checkoff funds on behalf of more than 28,000 Indiana soybean farmers and promotes policies on behalf of the ISA's 900 dues-paying members. 
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